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Keeping i n T o u c h

Allies…A world where limitation does not distinguish nor define

Celebrating “PerfeCt t o g e t h e r ”
PartnershiPs
Thanks to partnerships, a journey that began in
2009 has finally come to fruition. Michael Marrazo, President of Housing and United Services
was instrumental in making the two Middletown
Homes a reality. This partnership is a shining
example in sharing an unwavering commitment
to provide homes that enable the people Allies supports, realize their dreams. Middletown “The ribbon cutting for the Jack and Barbara TarHomes are located at on Middletown Avenue diti Home is a very significant moment for many
and Unity Court, in Middletown, NJ.
reasons. Allies is pleased to announce that it
is dedicating the 55 Middletown Avenue develAllies partners making this dream a real- opment as the Jack and Barbara Tarditi Home,”
ity include the U.S. Dept. of Housing and said Don Tretola, Chief Public Affairs Officer
Urban Development (HUD), Middletown forAllies, Inc. “Jack and Barbara are two incredTownship, Federal Home Loan Bank of New ible humanitarians who spend their lives giving
York, Two River Bank, Monmouth County back to communities and have been long time
HOME, New Jersey Division of Develop- supporters of Allies and its mission. Therefore,
mental Disabilities, Monarch Housing Associates, when we speak of partnerships, we must include
KVD + Architecture and Flanagan Construction. the Tarditis. They are incredible advocates for
The Middletown homes are the last of the projects people with special needs who continuously go
funded by the HUD SECTION 811–Supporting above and beyond. Partnerships such as these
Housing Program in New Jersey.
are a core reason why Allies exists.”
continued on page 2
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A Message from our CEO…

Elise Tretola, CEO

It’s hard to believe that 2017 is coming to a close. So much has happened
this past year. The transition to Fee for Service has permeated every conversation as we plan for the future of services in New Jersey. Ensuring
the quality and access to services for those we serve is crucial as the State
of New Jersey redesigns their system. Allies has been hosting information sessions across the State as well as meeting one on one with families
and those we serve to ensure there is no disruption in services. If you
have questions please join us for our information sessions or feel free to
contact us for a one on one meeting. We look forward to working with
everyone to make this as smooth as a transition as possible.

We wish each of you a very happy holiday season and a new year filled with good health and happiness!
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a “ t a s t e o f ameriCa”
“ h al l m ark o f generosity”

Each year, the Allies team plans an annual fundraiser to fund the mission and vision of Allies.
As our State and Federal funding dollars continue to shrink, the need to raise additional monies
become more critical than ever before.
Our 2017 “A Taste of America” was the hallmark of generosity from all of our friends, business associates and all our partners. This was
our seventh “Taste of America” event and
through the hard work of our dedicated group of
volunteers, staff, families, neighbors and supporters it was the best one to date.
The night was filled with high energy, incredible selections of food from our 12 area restaurant friends, fabulous selections of wine from
all over the world, delicious autumn beer selections, a surprise visit from Tito’s Vodka who
came with their own bar, music from DJ Boyd,
a robust silent auction, a wine pull, a giving tree
and 50/50!

The year 2017 was the ultimate in generosity, as
our supporters have shown the world that there
are wonderful people who care. We want to
extend our heartfelt appreciation and gratitude
to all who continue to support our efforts with
their time and generosity in helping advance our
mission. A special shout out to Jessica Massoni
from Clear Channel Outdoor who provided
Allies with an electronic billboard advertisement pro-bono for our fundraiser – A first ever
in Allies history! Thank you Jessica.
Since 1999, Allies has been paving a path to
independence, acceptance, and equality for
individuals with special needs and their families. Through effective advocacy, innovative
programming, and flexible support services,
our dedicated staff is helping people live richer
lives. Allies not only takes great care in finding just the right supportive living environment
for the people we serve, but also providing opportunities for them to be active participants in
their communities. We help them prepare for

jobs through meaningful training programs that
showcase their abilities and connect them to
recreational, educational, and cultural programs
that add depth to their lives.
Please join us Thursday, October 4, 2018 where
you can feel the excitement and rewarding experience at our next “Taste ofAmerica”

Please see the following pages for the photos
that capture the smiles, the joy and excitement
that the attendees experienced.
Thank you for making a difference in the lives
of the people we support.

thank you to our
t a s t e o f a m e r i C a 2017
sPonsors and
suPPorting l o C a l r e s t a u r a n t s
Abilities of Northwest Jersey
Aetna
BMS
Connor, Strong, Buckelew
Taco Bell - Delectabell Management, Inc.
Davud Schweizer Law
Bart & Anne DiNola
E&J Termite & Pest Control
First Nonprofit Group
Friends of Mayor Kelly Yaede for Mayor
Full Service Web Site
Fulton Bank
Holman Ford Lincoln
Investors Bank
IPPC Pharmacy
Italian American National Hall of Fame
Jackson Lewis, LLP
Johnson, Kendall & Johnson
Janssen Pharmaceuticals
Knott’s Colonial Funeral Home
Lammey & Giorgio
Manto Famitly Eyecare
Mercadien Group
Michael Fedorko
Martin Kane Kuper, LLC
Mobility Works
MTS Softerware Solutions
Northfield Bank
NJM Insurance
Philadelphia Insurance Companies
PNC Bank

Peruzzi Nissan
Project Freedom
Primepoint
PSEG Foundation
Razor Technologies
NJ State Police Memorial Association
State Troopers Fraternal Association of NJ
The Bank of Princeton
Triple S Auto Glass, Inc
Wakefern Food Corp.
WB Mason
Wawa
Wegman’s
Wells Fargo
Woods
Old YorkCellars

List of restaurants
Diamonds
Gernnaro’s Italian Restaurant
Greensleeves Bake Shop
Jesters Restaurant - Bordentown
John Henry’s Stone Terrace
Mafalda’s Mama’s Italian Kitchen
Mannino’s III
NJ Weddings & Events
Pete’s Steak House & Tavern
Ravello by Toscano
Texas Road House-Bensalem PA
Villa Mannino-Bordentown

musiC n i g h t s
German American Club so we can continue to have the monthly event there
until March. At that time, we will be at a
new venue, the Sawmill YMCA, located
in Hamilton.
Matt, the studio’s owner, is a very humble, talented, and generous person, and
everyone we’ve had the pleasure to meet
from the studio in Kyle, Josh, and Bill,
have been much of the same. We are forever grateful for the generosity and love
they have poured into those we serve and
support, and are proud to collaborate on
amazing musical experiences to cherish
for a lifetime.

“Professional Recording Studio, Blue Light
Digital Sound, based out of Mount Holly, is on
a mission to make a difference through people’s lives through music. Allies, Inc.’s music
program believes and acts on this sentiment
100%. From opening their space up
once a quarter to our Mount Holly
Day Program for the last two years,
to an entire week of professional recording for five Allies’ day programs
in August of 2016, to one full day
recording on November 30th of this
year, they have continually showed
their support for those we serve.
What they recently offered to do for
those we serve is nothing short of
amazing. Call it an early Christmas present, call it a ‘call to action’,
call it ‘just what they do’, or call it
all three, they offered to sponsor the
first two music nights of 2018 at the

For more information and to contact the
studio, be sure to check out: https://
www.bluelightdigitalsound.com/

ProjeCt g r o w donates over
1,000 P o u n d s o f P r o d u C e
t o f o o d bank!
Over the course of the 2017 growing season,
participants in our horticulture initiative grew,
harvested and donated 1100 pounds of pro- duce
to the Mercer Street Friends Food Bank. The
food bank channels these donations to their
network of 80
food pantries,
shelters, soup
kitchens
and
more.
Through this
opportunity
to give back
to their community, participants explored vocational skills, built environmental knowledge, and took part in therapeutic
activities. The Project Grow program is made
possible through contributions by Mercer County
Community College, Bristol Myers Squibb Foundation and Janssen.
Over the course of the 2017 season we were
also the recipient of many corporate volunteers
from Bristol Myers Squibb, Target and Philadelphia Insurance. Volunteers participated in
community workdays at the Project Grow farm.
Their help was invaluable as we planted, maintained, and harvested the produce!
Project Grow Expansion at Duke Farms Features Accessible Garden Beds and Features
In 2013 Project Grow expanded its footprint in
NJ from our home base at Mercer County Community College to include Duke Farms Community Garden in Hillsborough, NJ. This geographic expansion provided the opportunity for
two additional Allies Day Programs to engage

in horticultural therapy programs in a garden
setting. Duke Farms is a 2,700 acre public park,
farm and wildlife preserve. In 2011, they established a community garden, where residents
could rent space to grow their own organic
produce. After several expansions, Duke Farms
is now home to the country’s largest allotment
style community garden. Spanning five acres,
the gardens have 462 plots and accommodate
nearly 500 gardeners each year.
During the first few years, Allies participants
worked in a 15’x 30’ ground level bed donated in-kind by Duke Farms. Although they
harvested quite a bit of tomatoes, peppers and
herbs, it was evident that our participants – and
staff – found working on the ground level challenging. MaryAnne McMillan, our horticultural therapist, shared the program’s challenge
with the farm and they could not have been
more supportive of our vision for a more accessible space. They set out to make that vision
a reality! The garden staff of Duke Farms, led
by Melissa Almendinger, along with landscape
architect Jack Carman, met with MaryAnne to
discuss the next step…raised beds!

Dukes’ multi-year
initiative to implement
strategies
that will make the
property more accessible to visitors with physical
challenges.
The impact these
special beds and

Over the early months of 2017 Jack designed the
accessible raised beds, which were generously
funded by Duke Farms. Upon completion of the
designs the farm staff then took on the building
and installation process. The community garden also relocated our dedicated garden space
adjacent to a newly built wheelchair accessible
garden gate, handicapped parking and accessible compost. Additionally, Duke Farms installed
pavers. This enabled our participants utilizing
wheelchairs and walkers to easily maneuver
around the accessible beds. New features even
include ADA light weight hoses, attached to the
sides of the beds, and easy for the participants
to use! Improvements such as these are part of

accessible features
have made on the
gardening experience of our participants is immeasurable! On the first
day of gardening
this season their
faces lit up – they
were so excited!
Allies would like to extend our heartfelt gratitude to Duke Farms and their colleagues for the
newly adapted space! To pay it forward the initiative has donated some of this year’s harvest to the
Somerset County Food Bank. Produce has also
been used in our nutritional lessons and tastings
provided at Allies Day Programs, and sent home
with our participants to encourage healthy eating
habits.
TheAllies Project Grow participants are already
talking about the produce we can grow in 2018!
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FREE MATTER FOR
THE BLIND AND
HANDICAPPED

~~ THIS NEWSLETTER IS PRINTED IN 14+ FOR THE VISUALLY IMPAIRED ~~

Loretta Rarrick and Maria Gallo
take Ibraham Sillah, Dennis Bernhardt,
Tommy Sharperson, and Danny DiMarco
to the Tropicana Holiday Jubilee.

