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Founded in 1999, Allies, Inc. is a statewide nonprofit
agency dedicated to providing meaningful employment, housing, health care and recreational opportunities to people with special needs.
Based in Hamilton, Allies works to enrich the
lives of more than 1,500 children and adults with
disabilities, promoting their independence with dignity, respect and understanding. The agency works
principally to provide assistance for people with
disabilities to live and work as independently as
possible. But Allies also advocates for the inclusion
of people with disabilities in all aspects of the community, and it strives to maximize their opportunities to contribute to their community in meaningful
ways. Some of its programs include creative housing
options, residential services, gardening initiatives,
job training and employment.
The agency’s reach was extended in May 2012
when it struck an unprecedented partnership with
Woods, a Pennsylvania-based organization with a
similar mission. The Allies/Woods affiliation is a
shining example of cooperation based on an unwavering commitment to excellence through responsive,
innovative and tailored care.
This powerful partnership enables both Allies
and Woods to significantly extend their reach and
help more people with disabilities or challenges
realize their dreams. The union enables the organizations to pool critical resources and expand support networks throughout New Jersey and Pennsylvania. Allies is drawing on Woods’ progressive
vision and invaluable insight in the field, built up
with more than 100 years of experience. Thanks to
the partnership, Allies and Woods will be able to

continue to provide exceptional programs for the
next 100 years.
In the short time since the affiliation, Allies has
moved ahead on several fronts. The agency, for
example, opened its first home for teenagers with
behavioral challenges with the New Jersey Department of Children and Families, and it created a clinical team to better serve the dually diagnosed.
Allies also has been developing custom affordable
homes to address the broad spectrum of needs of the
people it serves. Working in partnership with government entities at the local, state and federal levels,
as well as with private funders and other developers,
Allies has built and renovated nearly 50 single-family
homes, townhouses and condominiums for people
with special needs. Plans are underway to double
that number in the next few years. Allies has group
homes in 16 of the 21 counties in New Jersey. This
supported housing is essential in promoting inclusion, supporting diversity, and advancing greater
self-reliance among people with disabilities. Safe,
secure, affordable housing is a basic human need to
which all should have access.
To assist in the numerous programs that truly
make a difference in the lives of the people Allies
supports, the agency coordinates a fundraiser every
year, called “A Taste of America.” Slated for Oct. 10
this year, the event is a wine, beer and food extravaganza with a silent auction offering many unique,
special and one-of-a-kind items.
Proceeds support the agency’s Stars Award recognition event, Allies Got Talent, Project Grow and
Allies Fashion Show, as well as a variety of cultural,
social and recreational activities.

