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What’s Inside? 

Dennis Bernhardt and A.R.T.
Submitted By: Daniel Nehamd, Freelance Writer

Allies’ client Dennis Bernhardt 
has been painting images over 
the past 15 years thanks to Tim 
Lefens’ assistive Artistic Realization 
Technology (A.R.T) program.  
Thanks to the A.R.T. Program, 
the creation of art can now be, 
more accessibly, the result of 
the thinking that transpires in 
an artist’s mind rather than the 
dangling result of both the artist’s 
thinking and of his manual   
dexterity.  Dennis tries to get to 
his studio, at Princeton University, 
every Saturday. And he was     
recently beginning a piece for a 
February 25 show for all of the 
artists involved in the A.R.T. 
Program at Princeton. 
At a visit on November 7th, 
Dennis was working steadily 
with his tracker, Darren McManus, 
despite the fact that the studio 
was littered with packaged supplies 
in preparation for a move into 
another studio at Princeton.  
Bernhardt and his tracker, Darren 
McManus, were busy at work 
outlining some structures for 
his next piece, in which, as 

Dennis said, he was then painting 
“the sky and the trees outside” of 
his Princeton studio.  Lefens, who 
himself is professionally a painter, 
said that “Dennis is mentally and 
cognitively independent, but he 
simply has problems with his 
hands.”  Via the A.R.T. Program, 
art is created by people with physical 
disabilities like Dennis by means 
of a tracker - a person who stands     
before the artist and, in a small      
dialogue with the artist, learns 
where to add distinct shapes and 
colors. Dennis commented, “I love 
the A.R.T. Program. It provides good 
inspiration for me and other individuals 
with disabilities,” said Dennis.

“The leap I made with A.R.T.,” 
said Lefens, “came out of an inanely 
simple question.  If the body can’t 
control itself, how can we skip the 
body and allow a tracker to make 
the desired marking via a ‘yes/no’ 
system for the artist?” In later 
speaking of the incentive that    
motivated him to proceed with 
the A.R.T. Program, Lefens said 
that “A seed of raw creativity is 
within the artists who work with 
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A.R.T., and I have worked to 
allow that creativity to sprout 
into some meaningful art said 
Lefens.” His A.R.T. Program 
has been successful in opening 
over 40 programs up and down 
the East Coast. And the A.R.T.   
Program is funded by the 
Christopher and Dana Reeve 
Foundation and from the Kessler 
Foundation.  “Last year,” said 
Lefens, “we had enough funding 
to start 10 new programs, all 
around the country.  We haven’t 
started any new programs since 
then, but all of those 10 are  

(story continued on page 6) 
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Hello everyone,
Welcome to Spring! 

This is a season when these beautiful perennials bloom in an array 
of gorgeous colors. Just like the spring colors, Allies has its own 
perennials. Our ever colorful and eventful 5K race which takes place 
in the Spring! When you think of spring you think of the warm sun, 
the home gardens and the farmers busy with their prep work. At 
Allies, our very own gardening program has new growth! We are all 
very excited about the expansion of our gardening at Mercer County 
Park. 

Then we have another favorite bloomer - Casino Night! The first time 
in Allies history we have teamed up with the Friends of the Guard 
and Reserve and will have a joint Casino night at the National Guard 
Armory.  Look for this event in October.

Also in the spring there is new growth and at Allies we have a new 
opportunity to assist the Department of the Military and Veterans 
Affairs in a fundraiser whereby the proceeds will go toward the 
purchase of a handicapped accessible bus for all our veterans across 
New Jersey.

At Allies we feel inspired, we feel a sense of renewal continuing with a 
strong vision for the future and continuing our mission. We take great 
pride in our Allies family, the employees and the people we serve.

Warm Regards,
Krystal & Elise

Allentown 
Presbyterian 

Church Youth 
Group Is Back!

Once again the Allentown 
Youth group will be visiting 
some of the people we support 
once a month. 

In it’s 6th year, this has become 
a long-term partnership between 
the Allentwon Presbyterian 
Church Youth Group and       
Allies, Inc. When the youth 
visit our consumers they do an 
art project, watch TV, bake 
cookies or play games togther.

We want to thank the Allentown 
Presbyterian Church Youth 
Group for their ongoing        
dedication to this project.

Charlie Lyons-Pardue is the 
contact person for the Youth 
Group at (609) 865-2497.

The Allies, Inc. contact person 
is Linda Barton at (609) 509-
0817 or lbarton@alliesnj.org.



5th Annual Country Roads 5K Run
Submitted By: Katie Marks, Director of Special Initiatives

On Saturday, April 24th Cream Ridge 
Winery in Cream Ridge, NJ will host its 
5th Annual Country Roads 5K Run. This 
event continues to grow each year and we 
are pleased to announce that there will be a 
wedding at the end of the race (see article on 
page 6 for more information).

The event features a measured and timed 
5K run, a 1 Mile Fun Run/Walk and a          
Children’s Run. There are prizes for 1st, 
2nd and 3rd place winners in all categories,    
trophies for the top winners, raffles and fun 
for the whole family.  Registration starts at 
7:30 am and is $20.00 on or before April 19th 
or $25.00 on day of the run. The Children’s 

Run and the 1 mile fun run/walk is $10.00 without t-shirt or $15.00 
with t-shirt. 

Registration information can be found on our website at                                 
www.alliesnj.org/events.  You can also register online at www.active.com 
or www.raceforum.com/country.   On our website, you also have the 
opportunity to “Support a Runner” by donating $10.00, $25.00 or 
$40.00 to support a runner who is participating in the 5K Run. All 
proceeds from the run will benefit people with special needs supported 
by Allies, Inc. 

Come join us for a day of fun for the family and a beautiful run in 
the park.  Please contact Katie Marks, if you have any questions at             
(609) 689-0136 or kmarks@alliesnj.org.
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Then you would love 
working for ALLIES, INC.

Empowering people with 
special needs to live fulfilling 

and rewarding lives.

We offer a competitive salary 
and outstanding benefits.

A valid driver’s license and 
HS Diploma/GED 

are required.

To learn more about 
openings in your area, 

call 866-620-0943 or visit 
our website at

 www.alliesnj.org/careers/
current-job-openings or 
e-mail your resume to 
sparsons@alliesnj.org

Current Staff: Refer a Friend 
and 

Get a $100 Bonus!*

EOE
*See Human Resources for details.

www.alliesnj.org

Looking for a 
Challenging Career? 

All In One Basket (AIOB) will be unveiling 
a handmade organic healthy doggie biscuit 
treat line early in Spring.  To gear up, sales   
associate Jonathan from AIOB has been enjoying 
conducting market research and analysis from 
the potential new patrons.  Visit the AIOB 
website at www.allinonebasket.org for updates 
regarding this exiting venture.

All In One Basket Goes to Dogs!
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Community Partners: 
TD Bank Supports Success of Savings Program
Written By: Staff Writer

Gregory Kay, Assistant Vice 
President for TD Bank, Hamilton 
Branch presented Allies, Inc. 
with a $5000 check from the TD 
Charitable Foundation to support 
our Success of Saving (SOS)      
Financial Literacy Education 
and Savings Program. The Allies 
SOS program was started in 
2004 with a grant from the New 
Jersey Council on Developmental 
Disabilities to provide financial 
literacy education for individuals 
with disabilities and enable them 
to receive a financial match for 
their savings toward a specific 
savings goal purchase. Allies has 

since developed a        
financial education 
curriculum for people 
with disabilities and 
other special needs 
and has expanded our 
savings programs to 
include Individual  
Development Accounts 
(IDAs) for those   
planning to purchase 
a home, start a small 
business or continue their education.  
Allies thanks TD Bank for their    
support. This funding will allow us 
to continue this program for more 
individuals.  If you are interested in 

Photo above: Left to Right: Elise Gambino received check 
from Gregory Kay (center) along with Donald Tretola, 
Krystal Odell, Diane Salvatore and Frances Curley. 

Tony Orlando “Hero’s” Spring Benefit Concert
Written By: Donald Tretola, Senior Director of Public Affairs

On June 4, 2010 at the Patriots 
Theater in the historic Trenton 
War Memorial, a concert will 

be held to raise necessary funds for 
a handicapped accessible bus that 
will travel throughout NJ that is part 
of a Veterans’ outreach initiative.

Tony Orlando, a long time 
supporter of our men and women 
in the military, has traveled his 
entire career performing overseas 
to entertain our troops and worked 
tirelessly to give back to these 
incredible hero’s. Tony has agreed 
to come to New Jersey to perform 
for this much needed fundraiser.

Our men and women who proudly 
served in the military deserve 
our help. This accessible bus will 
travel to the more remote areas of 
our state providing our veterans 
with much needed services and 

resources.  As we all know there 
have been drastic budget cuts 
all across our state, particularly 
during these difficult economic 
times.

These budget cuts should 
not become a barrier when 
providing critical services to 
our veterans who fought for 
our freedom.

Show your American pride 
and come out and support this 
worthwhile benefit. Let’s show 
our veterans we care!

To purchase tickets, please go to 
http://www.state.nj.us/state/
divisions/memorial/season/
orlando_eventinfo.html.

our SOS Savings Program or 
IDA Program, please contact 
Krystal Odell at (609) 689-0136, 
ext. 106 or kodell@alliesnj.org.
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Students Benefit From a Day of Mentoring & Career Exploration
Written By: Alana Suarez, Employment Specialist for the Deaf

On the morning of October 
21, 2009, students were excited 
as they gathered on their buses 
for a special trip. Teachers scurried 
to settle last minute details for 
the day. Business owners, managers 
and employees eagerly prepared 
as they awaited the arrival of 
guests. It was Disability Mentoring 
Day; and participants throughout 
New Jersey had the undeniable 
feeling that it was going to be 
an exceptional day.

National Disability Mentoring 
Day, held annually the third 
Wednesday of October, is a free 
event that gives students with 
special needs the opportunity 
to experience a day at a business 
of their choice and learn          
employment options that will 
assist them upon completion of 
school.  Allies, Inc., a non-profit 
organization dedicated to the 
empowerment of individuals 
with disabilities accepted the 
privilege of being New Jersey’s 
coordinator of the event for the 
fourth year in a row. Nearly 
800 students from over 50 
schools participated by visiting 
upwards of 65 businesses for an 
incredible day of career awareness. 
As a key Allies partner, Jewish 
Family and Children’s Services 
of Southern Jersey successfully 
connected Cherry Hill students 
with nearby businesses. Through 
tours, presentations, hands on 
activities, job shadowing and 

introductions to employees, students 
were encouraged to begin the crucial 
process of career exploration, goal-
setting, and self-evaluation.

An overwhelming amount of    
positive feedback has been received 
from students who thoroughly     
enjoyed the day. A 17 year old     
student from Horizon High School 
called Disability Mentoring Day “a 
great experience.” She continued 
“I’ve always wanted to be a teacher, 
and after today, I know I can.” A 19 
year old South Brunswick student 
expressed “I don’t know what road 
I’m going to take, so the more I get 
my feet into all these doors, the 
better it will be when I do know.” 

Students from Millburn High 
School and Rutherford High 
School visited Giants Stadium. 
Transition Coordinator Karen 
Bonislawski from Millburn High 
School said “What a great day we 
had! It was exciting for the students 
to see the inside workings of the 
stadium, and relate what they saw 
to different occupations. We talked 
about the many jobs that are needed 
to make sure that the stadium runs 
smoothly.”

Employers were able to tap into a 
pool of potential interns and fu-
ture employees while discovering 
the many ways people with dis-
abilities can contribute to the 
workforce and the community. 
Kate Bostian of Down To Earth 
Landscaping, Inc. in Jackson, New 

Jersey said “Thanks for letting us 
be a part of such a great program!” 

Allies staff members helped to 
facilitate the event at New Jersey 
worksites. Throughout the day, 
these members were able to engage 
employers and highlight how 
diversification of their personnel 
through the hiring of people 
with disabilities is a benefit to 
all. Through interaction with 
students, Allies was able to 
outline a variety of services and 
supports available to them as 
they transition from school to 
the work world. Darren Garansi, 
Director of Supported Employ-
ment Services at Allies said 
Disability Mentoring Day was 
“truly amazing.” Darren, who 
went to Ernst & Young, LLP added 
“Every student was enthralled 
and I was able to observe the 
spark ignite in each person’s 
mind. Ernst & Young does a 
fantastic job with hiring people 
who have disabilities and people 
who are deaf and hard of hearing.”

Allies, Inc. is proud to be a part 
of such a vital day in the lives of 
students across New Jersey. As 
preparations begin for this year’s 
National Disability Mentoring 
Day, all are welcome to get       
involved! 

Fo r  more  in fo rma t ion ,                         
please contact Alana Suarez  at 
asuarez@alliesnj.org.
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A 5k County Run Wedding
Written By: Staff Writer

Josh Emery grew up in Allentown, 
NJ. Every day he waited by the 
Walnford Park gate for the school 
bus. On April 24th, the Walnford 
Park gate will be open and Josh will 
be running through the park in the 
Allies Country Roads 5K with his 
fiancee, Jennifer Engelman. They 
will be running straight to the     
altar, as they will be exchanging 
their wedding vows  after they run 
across the finish line with the 
backdrop of the vineyards at the 

Cream Ridge Winery.

Josh was captain of the track 
team in High School. He and 
Jennifer set a goal to run a 5K 
together. A friend suggested 
they “get married at the finish 
line” and they decided to run 
with that. When they saw that 
our event was near Josh’s child-
hood home and on the date of 
the 4th anniversary of their 
first date, they felt that this was 
the perfect venue and contacted 
us to make plans.

The couple’s family and friends 
will be joining them at the 
event, some will be running  
while others will be enthusiastic 
spectators. They invite everyone 
at the event to witness their 
vows after the 5K.

So, between the end of the 5K 
and our awards ceremony, Josh 
and Jennifer will become man 
and wife, rain or shine!

Come and join us for this very 
special event!

CALENDER
Tuesday Events

Men’s & Women’s Group
5:30 PM - 8:00 PM

Allies, Inc. Main Office 
1262 Whitehorse Hamilton Sq. Road

Hamilton, NJ 08691
Contact Loretta Rarrick @ 609-271-5340

Wednesday Events
Master Gardeners
9:30 AM-10:30 AM  

All In One Basket 
31 High Street, Mount Holly

Contact Linda Barton @ 609-509-0817

Thursday Events
Exercise Class

6:15 PM – 8:30 PM
Project Freedom Lawrenceville

Contact Savannah Green @ 609-334-9556

Saturday Events
Bowling

10:15 AM - 1 PM 
April 10th and 24th, 
May 8th and 27th

Contact Savannah Green @ 609-334-9556

Religious Events
Presbyterian Church Youth Group

Faith and Light Ministry
Contact Linda Barton @ 609-509-0817

Special Events
April 16th Gospel Fest & Dinner

May 7th Cinco de Mayo Party
6 PM- 8:30 PM

Project Freedom Lawrenceville
Contact Savannah Green @ 609-334-9556

UPCOMING Events
June 4th Tony Orlando Concert

October 15th Casino Night 
Contact Katie Marks @ 609-689-0136

still going,” said Lefens.

Interestingly, Dennis had commented that he typically paints images 
that already exist in his mind.  “I see it and then just imagine what I 
want to paint,” he said.  And he continued by commenting that when 
an idea or an image comes to his mind, he then begins to paint.             
“Because I have so much in my mind...my head just blows up!  And 
so I then begin to tease out what I can,” commented Dennis.

Dennis Bernhardt and A.R.T.
(Story Continued from Page 1)
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You Can Help All In One Basket
Written By: Staff Writer

All In One Basket (AIOB)   
continues to collect aluminum 
cans and recycle them. By doing 
so, recycling provides environ-
mental and economic benefits 
to our local community and 
global world.  You can help by 
gathering aluminum cans from 
work, home, friends or other 
locations and drop them off at 
the All In One Basket sites listed 
below. Please be kind and rinse 
the cans out first to reduce the 
threat of pests.  

Spring is almost here.  It is the 
perfect time to take a good hard 
look at your wardrobe and get 
rid of items you are no longer 
wearing or need.  Perhaps ask a 
friend to help you clean out 
your clothes closet and drawers.  
You’ll want a person who will 
give you constructive criticism, 
but also remember to maintain 
your sense of humor.  Then      
reciprocate the favor and help 
them clean out their closets and 
drawers. Donating clothing to a 
nonprofit like Allies – AIOB 
qualifies you for a tax   deduc-
tion. AIOB will gladly provide 
you with a receipt.    

Bring your aluminum cans and 
all clothing items including 
shoes and accessories cleaned 
and packed neatly in bags or 
boxes to one of the following 
All In One Baskets’ retail store 
location; 59 West Main Street, 
Somerville and 31 High Street, 

Mount Holly.  There is a drop off 
location at the Allies’ headquarters 
location in Hamilton. You may 
call (877) 298-2988 and arrange a 
pick up from your location if you 
are unable to drop off.  

Another way you could help is to 
partner with AIOB and host an 
onsite sale at your place of business, 
organization/club, church, home 
or any other suitable venue.  We 
are reserving dates now for some 
of our most popular events including 
but not limited to Easter,                   
Administrative Professional Day, 
Mother’s Day and Father’s Day.  

AIOB can also help provide ways 
for your organizations to fundraise 
dollars needed for sports teams, 
scouts, and similar organizations. 

And lastly, use All In One Basket 
to provide centerpieces and favors 
for any special events coming up 
in your life.     
Remember to check the AIOB 
website News tab frequently at 
www.allinonebasket.org for          
updates regarding all programs 
and services.  Remember, all proceeds 
from All In One Basket go back to 
the program to continue to provide 
job training services to individuals 
with disabilities.   
For further information, please 
call Geri Jiras, District Manager at 
(609) 509-0237 or gjiras@alliesnj.org.
  

Our Generous
Community

Geoffery and Sandy Sumner 
collect donated foods from 
an array of local businesses. 

They then distribute these to 
four Project Freedoms, where 
many individuals we support 
live, in Mercer County. They 

also distribute the food to 
group homes, the Allies 

headquarters and drop off 
leftovers to the Trenton area 

soup kitchen.

These generous area businesses are: 

New York Bagel
Ewing

Italian People’s Bakery
Ewing and Yardville

Villa Rosa Pizza
Ewing

Jerry’s Pizza & Grill
Trenton

Antozitos Mi Terra II
Trenton

Wendy’s
Trenton & Hamilton

Bagels 
Hamilton

Cookie Cottage 
Hamilton

Eat Gud Bakery
Hamilton

Guata Pan Bakery
Trenton

Please support these 
businesses and thank the 

owners/managers for their 
wonderful community work.
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Allies Farm, Community Supported Agriculture (CSA)
Written By: MaryAnne McMillan, Horticultural Therapist & Linda Barton, Community Connector

Allies Farm program is ready to 
expand! The farm last year proved 
to be more successful than any 
of us could have imagined.  The 
produce didn’t stop coming until 
well into October.  This year we 
will start our CSA, a Community 
Supported Agriculture farm.  

Before explaining what a CSA 
is, we would like to acknowledge 
the wonderful people who helped 
make last year’s farm so productive. 
What would we have done, if 
not for the wonderful community 
support we received! Our 
gratitude  goes to Kube Pak for 
their commitment to our project, 
to our many supporters from 
the Allies community, and the 
people of Allentown who supported 
us through produce sales.

Our volunteers were wonderful, 
giving so freely of their time.   
There are the Master Gardeners 
from Monmouth County          
including Peggy, and Ray. Our 
Horticultural Therapy Interns, 
Mary Ellen and Kevin from 
Rutgers and Temple Universities.  
MaryEllen would come all the 
way from Cranford, over 50 
miles away.  She is a nurse and 
has a degree in Horticulture as 
well. Wow, what a perfect match!   

Kevin is from the Philadelphia area 
and recently decided to change career 
paths; he is on his way to becoming 
a Horticultural Therapist. Not 
only has he devoted volunteer 
time at the farm, he also creating a 
great HT program at All In One 
Basket (AIOB) in Mt. Holly.

We were fortunate to have Ashley, a 
student intern from the College of 
NJ, Sarah from Scranton University 
and Josh, a recent graduate of Rutgers 
University. They worked tirelessly 
in heat, rain and raw weather as we 
planted, mulched and harvested 
the garden beds.

Our four 150 ft garden beds       
produced an enormous amount of 
produce including tomatoes, 
eggplant, peppers, broccoli, 
cabbage, cucumbers and all kinds 
of herbs. 

It was the 3rd wettest summer on 
record and this perhaps was a 
blessing in disguise. The time we 
would have spent watering was 
used to cultivate and harvest our 
plants.  We donated well over 1,000 
lbs of produce to the local Allentown 
Food bank and to our group homes, 
we sold produce to the local         
hardware store which had a weekly 
farm market, to the Allies Office 
Farm Market, and to the local     
restaurants in Allentown.

Thanks to AIOB consumers from 
Somerville and Mt. Holly for their 
support during this past season.  

And let’s not forget the Costello 
people who were busy preparing 
the flowers for drying and making 
potpourri.

We worked with  the Crossroads 
program consumers, Ashley 
and Tommy and were delighted 
with their participation. We 
worked in the Crossroads kitchen, 
baking eggplant and preparing 
our herbs and tomatoes for 
freezing for later use.

Now we look forward to expanding 
our program as we plan for the 
start of our second season and 
the beginning of Allies CSA  
Farm program.  And what is a 
CSA you may ask? Here is a 
quick explanation: Community 
Supported Agriculture (CSA) 
has become a popular way for 
consumers to buy local, seasonal 
food directly from a farmer. 
Here are the   basics: a farmer 
offers a certain number of 
“shares” to the public. Typically 
the share consists of a box of 
vegetables, but other farm products 
may be included. Interested 
consumers purchase a share (aka 
a “membership” or a “subscription”) 
and in return receive a box (bag, 
basket) of seasonal produce each 
week throughout the farming 
season. 

For more Shareholder information 
to join the CSA movement here 
at Allies, please contact Amy 
Watts at awatts@alliesnj.org or 
at 609-233-5855. 



Search the Web,
Shop On-Line &
Support Allies!
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Volunteers Making A Difference:
Novartis Community Partnership Day
Written By: Staff Writer

On October 1, 2009 Novartis 
Pharmaceuticals Corporation 
(NPC) held its 13th annual 
Community Partnership Day 
of service and volunteerism.   
Community Partnership Day 
is a global initiative at NPC that 
reaffirms the company’s commit-
ment to social responsibility 
and offers opportunities for     
associates to “give something 
back” to the communities where 
they live and work.

This year, more than 1,500     
associates from NPC’s East     
Hanover headquarters spend a 
workday volunteering to help 
more than 85 nonprofit agencies 
throughout New Jersey.

Allies was one of those lucky 
agencies as eleven Novartis       
associates came to our home in 
Bridgewater to work on the 
garden and landscaping of the 
property.  It was a little chilly at 
8 AM when they arrived, but 
they got to work quickly and as 
they worked the sun appeared 
turning into a beautiful day. At 
the same time the property     

became beautiful as well as our 
friends from Novartis prepared 
the garden for the winter months 
and planted mums in the front of 
the house. They worked alongside 
the Allies residents and workers 
from our Somerville All In One 
Basket (AIOB) store.  Also there 
to assist were our horticulture interns 
and our friends from the Rutgers 
Cooperative Extension and Somerset/ 
Hunterdon Master Gardeners who 
helped to start the garden in 2006.

This is the second Fall that Novartis 
associates have worked in our garden 
during their Community Partnership 
Day. They have been a great help 
and we truly appreciate their time 
and efforts. In celebration of a job 
well done everyone posed for a 
group photo (above) and then 
headed over to AIOB in Somerville 
for lunch. The freshly made box 
lunches were provided by AIOB 
and everyone agreed that they 
were delicious.

Thank you to our friends at Novartis 
for giving back to the community 
in such a meaningful way. We 
hope to see them again next Fall! 

If you spend a lot of time on 
your computer you can sup-
port Allies at the same time.

SEARCHING THE WEB
Program your computer to 
use www.Goodsearch.com as 
your search engine and iden-
tify Allies, Inc. as your charity. 
It is powered by Yahoo and ev-
ery time you conduct a search, 
a donation will be made to Al-
lies.  Every time!

SHOPPING ON THE WEB
Allies, Inc. is registered on 
www.igive.com. If you already 
shop on-line, just one more 
click will lead to a donation 
to Allies, Inc.  Just go on this 
website, register to shop for 
Allies, Inc., locate the mer-
chant of your choice (there are 
hundreds!), and shop to your 
heart’s content. A donation 
check is sent to Allies each 
month from the shopping 
that is done. There is no extra 
cost to you!

These are small donations 
with each search or purchase, 
but combined we have already 
received over $1,000 in dona-
tions.

REMEMBER TO SEARCH, 
SHOP AND SUPPORT ALLIES!



Policy Corner
Written By: Krystal Odell, President & CEO

State government is going 
through great pressure these 
days as our new Governor seeks 
to plug huge budget gaps in the 
upcoming budget. Advocacy 
continues to be essential as we, as 
parents, community members, 
and  disability advocates  need to 
educate our government leaders 
about the needs of people with 
disabilities and their families. 
So far we have found them 
responsive which is encouraging. 
There were preliminary cuts 
in this years budget for the 
Olmstead program (placing 
people from developmental 
centers), and day/employment 
programs for graduating seniors 

which have both been now been 
reinstated after a concerted advocacy 
effort.  We are still concerned with 
the cuts proposed to OHA (Office 
of Housing Advocacy) which funds 
non-profits to develop affordable 
housing  and the changes proposed 
to COAH. We have met with the 
Governor’s Task Force on Housing 
and have testified before Senate 
committee on the needs of people 
with special needs for affordable 
housing. According to NJACP 
summary there is still a overall 
projected  4% reduction called for 
in the Governors budget  including 
a reduction in Human Services 
Contracts totaling $41,322,000.   
Reportedly the specifics regarding 

those funding amounts will 
be shared once clarification 
is available from the Office 
of Management and Budget 
(OMB).  Specifics, as shared are 
as follows

•	 Contributions to Care for 
people in the community 
will see an increase in PNA 
from $40 to $100 per month.  
However the Division will 
retain 100% of SSI benefits.

•	 Reduction in Out of Home 
Respite rates from $700 to 
$300 per day

(story continued on page 11)



Thank You To Our Generous 
2009 Annual Appeal Supporter

Maniacci, Ciccotta & Schweizer
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Sensi, Jr.

Ms. Joan R. Kline
Flanagan Construction Co.

Ms. Linda A. Bailey
Mr. & Mrs. Gregory S. Blair

Ms. Roslyn Brust
Mr. Peter M. & Ms. Elanor K. Byra
Environmental Service Management 

Group, Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph F. Fidler

Mr. Noah Levy
Ms. Ethel J. Kantor

Mr. & Mrs. John A. McLaughlin
Mr. & Mrs. Jack C. Sheppard, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Robert A. Swanekamp
Mr. & Mrs. Donn A. Hirschmann

Mr. & Mrs. Dennis I. Kahn
Mr. Peter S. Proll

Ms. Jamie B. Strauss
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald D. Willoughby

Mr. & Mrs. Pascal R. Collura
Ms. Patricia Fluta

Ms. Helen G. Haley
Hetman Enterprises, LLC

Manto Family Eyecare
Mr. & Mrs. Richard A. Siegel

Ms. Jeanne Ianiro
Mr. Robert H. Jarosz
Ms. Carol R. Duryea
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If you would like to become an     
Allies Angel and help individu-
als with special needs realize their 
hopes and dreams, please send your 
contribution to: 

Allies, Inc. (Attn.: Annual Appeal); 
1262 Whitehorse-Hamilton Sq. Rd., 
Bldg. A, Ste 101, Hamilton, NJ 08690

Become 
an 

Allies 
Angel

Memorial or Special Gift Request
Donor: _______________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________
Phone: _______________________________________________
Email: ________________________________________________
Name of the person for whom donation was made: 
_____________________________________________________
      Amount of Donation:$________     
      Make checks payable to Allies, Inc. (Allies, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) organization).

Check One:  
___ In Memory of     ___ In Honor of     ___ Happy Birthday
___ Congratulations     ___ Other: _________________________

Acknowledgement Card to be Sent to: 
Name: _______________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________

Mail to: Allies, Inc., 1262 Whitehorse-Hamilton Square Road, 
    Bldg. A, Suite 101, Hamilton, NJ 08690 Attn: Gift Request

For more information call 609.689.0136.
* Gifts will be acknowledged in the newsletter following the donation.*

•	 Use of Rental Assistance vouchers in lieu of DDD funds for 
community placements

•	 Olmstead target is 62  

•	 Funding to support young adults day program services  $4-6m

Highlights from the Budget in Brief are as follows include:
•	Closing Vineland Development Center-West Campus - ($160,000)
•	Return Home NJ - $960,000 federal funds
•	DD Community Placements - $15,358,000
•	CCW - $405,628,000 (SFY’09 $279,456,000)
•	 ICF MR - $322,552,000 (SFY’09 $324,416,000)
•	Vocational Rehabilitation rates will decline by 10% from $6,560 

to $5,935, Vocational Rehab transportation program rates will be 
reduced. Sheltered Workshop Transportation will be limited to the 
amount available through the Casino Revenue Fund. 

I encourage a sustained advocacy effort by all since it is clear that we are 
in very challenging times and extra vigilance is needed to ensure that the 
vulnerable people we support are not  left without services.

Policy Corner  (Story Continued from Page 10)



THIS NEWSLETTER IS PRINTED IN 14+ FOR THE VISUALLY IMPAIRED

FREE MATTER FOR 
THE BLIND AND 
HANDICAPPED

1262 Whitehorse-Hamilton Sq. Rd.
Building A, Suite 101
Hamilton, New Jersey 08690

Look Inside!	
For	success	stories,	upcoming	events,	and	what’s	happening	in	our	community	at	Allies,	Inc.	

Do you dream    . 
about starting a small 

                  business?

Are You Ready  
For Business?

CALL NOW to register for this FREE seminar, where you’ll find out:

• If you are an entrepreneur at heart.
• If your business idea will make a profit.
• What skills and knowledge you will need to succeed at business.
• How Isles’ 10-week business training program, 
   Build Your Own Business, can help.

 Register tOdAy by 
calling (609) 341-4755

A free seminar to help you 
evaluate whether you’re 

ready to run your own 
profitable business.

www.isles.org

Coming April 2010: Location to be announced Special thanks to our Allies Partners. If you would 
like to find out more partnerships opportunities with         
Allies, please contact Elise Gambino at 609-689-
0136, ext.102. 

LAW OFFICES OF
MANIACI, CICCOTTA & SCHWEIZER

Allies Partners


