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Allies…A world where limitation does not distinguish nor define

We are excited to be in the final stages 
of opening a unique and dynamic ser-
vice designed to help children recover 
from challenges that have impacted 
their young lives.

Beginning this spring, Allies Feather 
Lane Intensive Residential Services 
will provide services to youth with 
emotional and behavioral troubles. 
The program will service boys and 
girls ranging in age from 14 to 18. 
The youth will benefit from a highly 
structured and nurturing environ-
ment where they can participate in 
intensive therapies while still living 
in the community. “Our goal is to 
provide each youth with individual-
ized care to reach his or her goals 
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Allies Feather Lane Intensive Residential Services staff 
ready to open the doors for helping children.  Left to 
right, Joann Brown, Behavioral Therapist, Rasheen 
Kornegay, Program Manager and Jessica Jackson, Staff 
Therapist.
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while preparing them for a successful transition 
back to living with family,” says Program Director 
Megan Wyckoff. 

The program was awarded to Allies through a com-
petitive bid process and will be supported through 
an initiative with the New Jersey Department of 
Children and Families.

In addition to providing the traditional therapies and sup-
ports accustomed in this setting, the children will also have 
the ability to practice skills through equine therapy, horticul-
ture, music and the arts. 

For more information, contact Program Director Megan 
Wyckoff at (609) 689-0136 or email mwyckoff@alliesnj.org.

HELPING CHILDREN SUCCEED
continued from page 1

A Message from our CEO…

One phrase that seems to always surface is “times are changing”, which 
is certainly applicable today in the social service providers’ world. All 
of us are gearing up for a major change in how we receive funding. In 
New Jersey, there is preparation to move from a reimbursement model 
of funding to a “Fee for Service model.”

I am proud to share that we at Allies have been strategizing over the past 
year to be prepared for the Fee for Service model. We have focused our 
efforts to increase our efficiencies without any effect on the quality of 
services we provide. Our prep work includes researching technologies, 
such as Electronic Records, which creates a paperless environment, 

greater efficiencies while providing superior services and maintaining a positive workplace and 
environment for the people we serve.

Since our affiliation with Woods, much has happened in our efforts to expand services including 
our first home with the New Jersey Department of Children and Families, assisting families to 
ensure Medicaid eligibility and the continuation of eligibility in a fee-for-service environment of 
a clinical team to better serve the dually diagnosed.

As you continue to read through this spring issue of our newsletter, you will experience the excit-
ing things we do as an agency in the care for the people we serve.

Elise Tretola, CEO
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to foster independence for children and adults 
with diverse needs by building bridges between 
challenge and opportunity. 

“Allies is a wonderful organization. I was hon-
ored to join them at their 2012 holiday party,” 
said John O’Connell. “The entire energy and 
enthusiasm at the party was impressive and 
contagious. Keep up the great work!”

PSE&G, Allies, Trenton Titans 
 Perfect Together!

By Don Tretola, Vice President of Public Affairs and Program Development

Two of our major supporters attended our Hol-
iday Celebration at the Pines Manor, Edison, 
NJ, to experience the heartfelt thanks and ap-
preciation from the people we support. John 
O’Connell, Division Manager of PSE&G’s  
Southern Electric Division, and Sarah Mc-
Quarrie, Community Relations Manager of the 
Trenton Titans, were overwhelmed with hugs 
for their incredible support and partnership with 
Allies. These are two New Jersey-based orga-
nizations with a philanthropic vision that truly 
makes a difference in our New Jersey commu-
nities, particularly in the lives of the people we 
support. Their generosity enables Allies to con-
tinue with programs that carry out our mission, 

John O’Connell and Don Tretola

John O’Connell, Tim Birk, Charles Winslow and 
Freeholder Pat Colavita.

Louis McMellion from our Donoma group 
home, Sarah McQuarrie, Don Tretola and 
Elise Tretola.

Top left, Sarah McQuarrie, Community Re-
lations Manager, Trenton Titans, Edward 
Krampert, Cyndi Salmons, Lyndsey PeQueen;  
Bottom left, Harold “Buddy” Gary, Carolyn 
Flores, Thomas Anthony.
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Trenton Marriott comes to the aid of Allies
By Don Tretola, Vice President of Public Affairs and Program Development

Hurricane Sandy has wreaked havoc through-
out New Jersey and beyond. Due to manda-
tory measures from our Governor, Allies had  
to evacuate the people we serve to safety. 
Having to evacuate numerous people from 
various group home locations around New 
Jersey was no easy task. My initial thought 
was to call my contact at the Trenton Marriott 
because it is centrally located, handicapped ac-
cessible and they had power! 

Peter Weise, General Manager, informed me 
that FEMA had nearly 125 representatives 
who reserved rooms at the Marriott, who had 
the arduous task of sorting through thousands 
of statewide disaster claims and needed to stay 
in our capital city. This did not stop Peter from 
going above and beyond for Allies. He blocked 
out rooms to accommodate all those who were 
being evacuated from our group homes, as well 

as supplied us with banquet rooms so that we 
could have recreational activities for the people 
we serve.  

His generosity did not end there, Peter provided 
discounted room rates and as a nonprofit, this 
was such a great blessing. When stories perco-
lated in the press making headlines that busi-
nesses and other companies were price goug-
ing and inflating prices to victims of Hurricane 
Sandy, the Marriott took the high road and as-
sisted those in need.

If this incredible story is not enough, Peter in-
formed us that at a board of directors meeting, 
a donation of $1,000 was approved for Allies. 

A tip of the cap goes to Peter and all his staff 
who went above and beyond for all of us at 
Allies.

General Manager Peter Weise in his Trenton office.
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Every year on Christmas Day, we have a dinner celebration for 
our friends. We gather for a meal, sing carols and give out gifts 
for all our friends who have no place to go.

The person featured in the picture is Frances Pastore. She lives 
at Rossmoor, in a senior development in Monroe, NJ. Frances al-
ways invites her sister Annie to come stay with her so that they can 
share the holidays together. She told me she does this because the 
agency that serves her sister doesn't have celebrations like we do 
and she wants her sister to experience what “real love” is all about.

Our Christmas dinner served about 100 of our friends and staff. 
They were all so excited; it is hard not to get emotional when we 
talk about the great time had by all.

Celebration Dinner -- REAL "LOVE"!
By Loretta Rarrick, Director of Community Outreach

Frances Pastore

More Friends and Staff who attended...
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Allies On The Move
By Loretta Rarrick, Director of Community Outreach

Allies has a brand new group called, “Allies 
On the Move.” This group will be responsible 
for all the recreation and a little fundraising 
here at Allies!

We decided that we needed an executive com-
mittee to find out what activities our friends 
from around the state wanted. We asked every-
one if they wanted to participate in the exec-
utive committee and we received quite a few 
responses. Our nominees learned what it was 
like to run for an office; it was quite an expe-
rience for them. They told the “people” what 
they stood for and what they were like; Joe 
Hyde got dressed up and came to the office, in-
troduced himself and shook everyone’s hand. It 
was great watching them grow! 

We opened the election up for everyone so 
that even the staff could vote for their favor-
ite candidate. The person with the most votes 
would be president and so forth down the line, 
until everyone who wanted a position would 
have one.

The winners are: Kenny Hauser, President; 
Logan Giberson, Vice President; Carol Dun-
can, Secretary; Sue Serpe, Assistant Secre-
tary; Tim Birk, Chairman; Gary Howard, 
Co-Chairman; Pam Erosh, Security; Tommy 
Sharperson, Security; Carrie Lena Jackson, 
Security; Charles Winslow, Guard; Cheryl 
Fisler, Guard; Joe Hyde, Chief Financial Of-
ficer; and Dennis Bernhardt, Treasurer.

The Vice President of Residential Services, 
Phil Monetti, swore everyone in with Trisha 
Burns holding the Bible. They all swore to ex-
ecute their duties, to live up to the faith and 
trust placed in them by their peers, to promote 
the mission, vision and goals of our agency 
and to strive to work with their administration, 
their faculty and to represent their peers in all 
their duties.

Phil and Trisha did a great job and everyone 
had a great time at the ceremony.

Group’s Vice President Logan Giberson being 
sworn in.

Group members showing off their new T-shirts.
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Allies On The Move
Texas Roadhouse Luncheon

Trenton Titans Hockey GamesTuesday Night Socials

Faith and Light Services
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Mission Accomplished: Pet Project
By Geri Lordi, District Manager – Greensleeves

Here at Greensleeves, we have been learning 
about the many ways animals make a differ-
ence in our lives.

We sent a team out on a service mission to the 
Burlington County Animal Shelter and visit-
ed the Kitty Cat Room. We discovered there 
are many wonderful cats up for adoption. We 
learned about ways we can help make a dif-
ference to help our furry friends. We started 
collecting small blankets and making pet toys 
to donate.

Our group also enjoyed learning about the dif-
ferent ways therapy dogs assist our Veterans 
returning from service and the valuable help 
they provide individuals with disabilities.

We discovered how wonderful these special-
ly trained pups are and we appreciate how 
gentle, loving and how non-discriminating 
they are to those in need of a little extra help.

Team members Chip Davis, Sally Jean Gosslin and Gary Howard up close and personal with 
Jake the yellow lab.
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Greensleeves…

Long-time Allies’ family member James 
Tritchler recently returned from a wonderful 
trip to London, England, with Guided Tours. 

He traveled around with a group of 20 new 
friends and stayed in a very nice hotel. Below 
are photos from a trip he absolutely loved!

Geri Lordi, District Manager, shares the news 
that her team has been working very hard and 
helping in every step of the way to create in-
spiring space. They are renovating a kitchen 
and a back room to become a horticulture 

and rain barrel workshop. It will also include 
a large easel for painting. They are preparing 
the space to facilitate a Janssen Pharmaceutical 
grant and future workshops.

EmployEE Spotlight: James Takes In London!

CrEating inSpiring SpaCE
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Are you planning to sell on e-Bay? I do and 
I learned about an exciting way to also assist 
Allies.

Whether you just have one item to sell, or you’re 
planning a major auction event, selling on eBay 
is the ideal way to maximize your results. As 
you know, no matter what you’re selling, there 
are more potential buyers on eBay than any-
where else. The best news ever is you can sell 
your item and donate part of the sale proceeds 
to Allies!

In 2003, eBay began an initiative called Mis-
sionFish to support nonprofits. MissionFish 
has been dedicated to helping nonprofits create 
new sources of unrestricted revenue by mak-
ing it easy for people to give as part of their 
everyday life. In the nine years of partnership 
with eBay Inc., they have helped generate over 

a quarter-billion dollars for nonprofits through 
the eBay Giving Works and Donate with Pay-
Pal programs.

Throughout this incredible journey, they have 
constantly looked for ways to improve this ser-
vice and expand their impact. In 2011, eBay 
set up a new nonprofit organization – PayPal 
Charitable Giving Fund -- to operate Mission-
Fish and help further charitable purposes.  

A significant new commitment from PayPal 
will have a tremendous positive impact on their 
efforts going forward. PayPal’s financial sup-
port will enable MissionFish to deliver 100% 
of every donation they process globally. 

I have officially registered Allies so our organi-
zation can benefit from this exciting initiative.

The Best News ---
Sell on eBay to Donate to Allies!

By Don Tretola, Vice President of Public Affairs and Program Development
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Save The Dates
THURSDAY, JULY 18, 2013

STAR AWARDS

We are excited to an-
nounce our 3rd an-
nual Taste of America 
event which raises 
needed money to sup-
port programs, activi-
ties and events that 
enrich the lives of in-
dividuals with special 
needs and disabilities.  

The Star Awards Recognition event puts 
the spotlight on people served by Allies 
who are defeating challenges in order to 
live an independent and richly filled life. 
Annually, more than 250 people come 
out in support of this event to help pub-
licly recognize individuals who are not  

only changing their lives but 
positively affecting those  
around them. The awards 
are named in memory of 
James Rodkey, Reese “RJ” 
Stockwell–Wurm and Archie  
Rue who stood for and exhib-
ited courage, determination 
and achievement throughout 
their young lives.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 10, 2013
“A TASTE OF AMERICA”

Your support is crucial and greatly appreciated. Sponsorships, Ads, Silent Auction donations and 
Event Tickets available – call today (609) 689-0136 x135.
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Allies’ progressive services foster independence for children and adults with diverse needs by 
building bridges between challenge and opportunity.
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